
DEPENDENCY AND INDEMNITY COMPENSATION [DIC] 

Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) is the 
primary monthly monetary benefit payable to surviving 
dependents of a deceased veteran, and is the equivalent benefit 
to disability compensation for veterans.  

This benefit is payable if the veteran died while on active 
duty, in the line of duty and not due to willful misconduct or, 
if death was after service, the death was caused or attributed 
to a service-connected disability.

The current basic monthly rate of DIC is $1,215 for an eligible 
surviving spouse.  The rate is increased for each dependent 
child, and also if the surviving spouse is housebound or 
in need of aid and attendance.  VA also adds a transitional 
benefit of $301 to the surviving spouse’s monthly DIC if there 
are children under age 18.  The amount is based on a family 
unit, not individual children.  

DEATH PENSIONS

Survivors’ (Death) Pension is a needs-based benefit paid to 
an unremarried surviving spouse, or an unmarried child, who 
meets certain age or disability requirements, of a deceased 
wartime veteran. 

In order to qualify for a VA Death Pension, the VA calculates 
income received from most sources by the surviving spouse 

and any eligible children.  It includes earnings, disability and 
retirement payments, unemployment insurance payments, 
interest and dividends payments, and net income from 
farming, business or rental property. 

If the income is below a certain level, the dependent or 
surviving spouse may be eligible for this pension.

BURIAL BENEFITS

Dependents and surviving spouses of an eligible veteran are 
eligible to be buried in national cemeteries. 

When a death occurs and eligibility for interment in a 
national cemetery is determined, grave space is assigned by 
the cemetery director in the name of the veteran or family 
member. One gravesite is permitted for the interment of all 
eligible family members, unless soil conditions or the number 
of family decedents necessitate more than one grave. There is 
no charge for burial in a national cemetery.

HEADSTONES AND MARKERS

Spouses and dependents are not eligible for a Government-
furnished headstone or marker unless they are buried in a 
national cemetery, state veteran’s cemetery, or military post/
base cemetery.
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