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THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS (VA) BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION OVERSEES A BURIAL BENEFITS PROGRAM DESIGNED 
TO ASSIST CLAIMANTS IN MEETING THE FUNERAL AND BURIAL COSTS OF A DECEASED VETERAN. THE VA DOES NOT MAKE FUNERAL 
ARRANGEMENTS OR PERFORM CREMATIONS. FAMILIES SHOULD MAKE THESE ARRANGEMENTS WITH A FUNERAL PROVIDER OR 
CREMATION OFFICE. YOU SHOULD ADVISE YOUR FAMILY OF YOUR WISHES AND WHERE YOUR DISCHARGE PAPERS ARE KEPT. THESE 
PAPERS ARE VERY IMPORTANT IN ESTABLISHING YOUR ELIGIBILITY. YOU MAY WISH TO MAKE PRE-NEED ARRANGEMENTS WITH A 
FUNERAL HOME.

SERVICE–CONNECTED DEATH  If a veteran’s death is 
service-connected, the VA will pay a burial allowance of up 
to $2,000 for deaths on or after Sept. 11, 2001.  If the veteran 
is buried in a VA national cemetery, some or all of the cost of 
moving the veteran’s body to the national cemetery nearest 
the veteran’s home may also be reimbursed. There is no time 
limit for applying for a service-connected burial allowance. 
The person who bore the veteran’s burial expense may claim 
reimbursement from any VA regional office.

NON-SERVICE-CONNECTED DEATH If a veteran’s death is not 
service-connected, there are two types of payments the VA 
may make:  Burial and Funeral Expense Allowances. The VA 
will pay a burial and funeral allowance if the veteran was 
discharged under conditions other than dishonorable and 
the veteran was in receipt of VA pension or compensation at 
the time of death. If a veteran died while in a VA facility or 
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as a patient at an approved state nursing home the VA may also 
pay this allowance.

BURIAL PLOT ALLOWANCE  When a veteran is buried in a 
cemetery that is not under the U.S. government jurisdiction, the 
VA may also pay a plot allowance, provided that the veteran 
was discharged under a condition other than dishonorable 
and meets other qualifications similar to that of a non-service 
connected death.

FILING A CLAIM FOR REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENSES  To file 
for reimbursement of burial expenses an Application of Burial 
Allowance form must be submitted to the VA. The person filing 
the claim must also provide a certified copy of the veteran’s 
death certificate and proof of the veteran’s military service 
(Form DD-214), and itemized bills of the funeral and burial 
expenses.


