
OREGON VETERANS’ EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE

The Oregon Veterans’ Emergency Assistance Program is for 
veterans and their immediate family (spouse, unremarried 
surviving spouse, child, or stepchild) who are in need of 
emergency financial assistance.  Assistance is granted one 
time only and average award amounts vary.

Emergency financial assistance includes, but is not limited 
to, emergency or temporary housing and related housing 
expenses, such as expenses for utilities, insurance, house 
repairs; mortgage or rent assistance; emergency medical or 
dental expenses; and emergency transportation expenses.

Contact ODVA at 503-373-2385.

DROP-IN CENTERS 

These programs provide a daytime sanctuary where homeless 
veterans can clean up, wash their clothing, and participate 
in a variety of therapeutic and rehabilitative activities. 
Linkages with longer-term assistance are also available.
Locations vary.  Contact your local Vet Center or VA Community 
Based Outpatient Clinic (see page 12) for locations and services in 
your area.  Some services that are offered can vary.

STAND DOWNS

Stand Downs are one-to three-day events that provide 
homeless veterans a variety of services and allow VA and 
community-based service providers to reach more homeless 
veterans. Stand downs give homeless veterans a temporary 
refuge where they can obtain food, shelter, clothing and a 
range of community and VA assistance. In many locations, 
stand downs provide health screenings, referral and access 
to long-term treatment, benefits counseling, ID cards and 
access to other programs to meet their immediate needs. 
For information on Stand Down dates and locations, please contact 
the Homeless Veterans Programs Office at 202-461-1857 or visit 
www.va.gov/HOMELESS.

VA’S COMPENSATED WORK THERAPY

VA’s Compensated Work Therapy (CWT) is comprised of 
three unique programs which assist homeless veterans in 
returning to competitive employment: Sheltered Workshop, 
Transitional Work, and Supported Employment. Veterans 
in CWT are paid at least the federal or state minimum wage, 
whichever is the higher. 

The Homeless Veteran Supported Employment Program 
(HVSEP) provides vocational assistance, job development and 
placement, and ongoing supports to improve employment 
outcomes among homeless veterans and veterans at risk of 
homelessness. 

CWT veterans have been successfully employed over the 
years in various competitive positions including, but not 
limited to, health care, information technology, manufacturing, 
warehousing, construction trades, clerical and office support, 
retail and the services delivery. CWT programs develop an 
individual rehabilitation plan for each veteran and provide 
a wide range of support services to the veteran at the 
CWT locations. VA benefits including service-connected 
compensation, and non-service connected pensions cannot 
be reduced, denied, or discontinued based on participation in 
CWT.

The CWT program mission is to provide realistic and 
meaningful vocational opportunities to veterans, encouraging 
successful reintegration into the community at the veterans' 
highest functional level. 

Find an Oregon location:  www.cwt.va.gov/locations.asp

TRANSITIONAL RESIDENCE PROGRAM
The Transitional Residence (TR) program is a work-

based Psychosocial Residential Rehabilitation Treatment 
Program offering a therapeutic residential setting for 

veterans involved in CWT. The TR program provides 
a rehabilitation-focused residential setting for veterans 
recovering from chronic mental illness, chemical dependency 
and homelessness. 

TR provides a bridge between hospitalization or intensive 
outpatient treatment and successful community reintegration. 
It utilizes a residential therapeutic community of peer and 
professional support, with a strong emphasis on increasing 
personal responsibility and achievement of individualized 
rehabilitation goals.

This program differs from other VA-operated 
residential bed programs in that participants contribute 
(using their CWT earnings) to the cost of operating and 
maintaining their residences and are responsible for 
planning, purchasing and preparing their own meals.
Find an Oregon location:  www.cwt.va.gov/locations.asp

VETERANS EMERGENCY RELIEF PROGRAMS

Many military and service organizations have emergency 
relief programs specifically designated to help veterans and 
military members and their families.  Inquire within local 
organizations about programs such as the Air Force Aid 
Society, American Legion Temporary Financial Assistance, 
Army Emergency Relief, Disabled American Veterans Disaster 
Relief Grants, Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society, Oregon 
National Guard Emergency Relief, Salvation Army Home Front 
War Relief Program, and VFW Unmet Needs.
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