
The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) presumes that specific conditions diagnosed in certain veterans were caused by their military 
service. The VA does this because of the unique circumstances of their military service. If one of these conditions is diagnosed in a veteran 
in one of these groups, the VA presumes that the circumstances of his/her service caused the condition, and disability compensation 
can be awarded. Note: VA also will consider other conditions not listed, if supported by medical or scientific evidence. To be eligible 
for disability compensation, VA must be able to establish that it is at least as likely as not that a veteran’s disease was caused by his/
her military service.  Working with a veterans service officer will help you determine if your health condition meets any of the qualifying 
presumptive health conditions.

recently separated/discharged veterans
Veterans within one year after release from active duty diagnosed 
with chronic diseases (such as arthritis, diabetes or hypertension) 
are encouraged to apply for disability compensation.

Veterans diagnosed with ALS
Veterans diagnosed with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS)/
Lou Gehrig’s disease at any time after discharge or release from 
qualifying active service may be eligible for compensation if they 
served a minimum of 90 consecutive days of active service.

Exposure to Hazardous Materials
Veterans may have been exposed to a range of chemical, physical 
and environmental hazards during military service, and may be 
entitled to disability compensation if exposure to these hazards 
resulted in a disease or injury. Examples include exposure to 
radiation, mustard gas, asbestos, burn pits, chemical fires and 
contaminated drinking water at Camp Lejeune.

Prisoners of War (POW)
Former POW’s, regardless of the amount of time they were held in 
captivity, have conditions the VA will presume was caused by their 
captivity if they become at least 10 percent disabled anytime after 
military service:
• Psychosis
• Dysthymic Disorder
• Post-traumatic Osteoarthritis
• Any of the Anxiety States
• Cold Injury
• Stroke and Complications
• Heart disease and complications
• Osteoporosis (if the veteran has post-traumatic stress

disorder)

If a former POW, who was held for 30 or more days, has any of the 
following conditions, the VA will presume that the condition was 
caused by their captivity:
• Avitaminosis
• Beriberi
• Chronic Dysentery
• Cirrhosis of the Liver
• Helminthiasis
• Irritable Bowel Syndrome
• Malnutrition (including Associated Optic Strophy Deficiency)
• Osteoporosis
• Peptic Ulcer Disease
• Pellagra and any other nutritional deficiency
• Peripheral Neuropathy (except where related to infectious

causes)

Gulf War
Veterans who served in the Southwest Asia Theater of Operations 
during the Gulf War with a condition at least 10 percent disabling 
by Dec. 31, 2016, may receive disability compensation for chronic 
disabilities resulting from undiagnosed illnesses. Included are 
medically unexplained chronic multi-symptom illnesses defined by 
a cluster of signs or symptoms that have existed for six months or 
more, such as:
• Chronic Fatigue Syndrome
• Fibromyalgia
• Irritable Bowel Syndrome
• Any diagnosed or undiagnosed illness that the Secretary

of Veterans Affairs determines warrants a presumption of
service connection

Signs or symptoms of an undiagnosed illness include: 
fatigue, skin symptoms, headaches, muscle pain, joint 
pain, neurological symptoms, respiratory symptoms, sleep 
disturbance, GI symptoms, cardiovascular symptoms, 
abnormal weight loss and menstrual disorders.

Vietnam
Veterans who served in the Republic of Vietnam between 
Jan. 9, 1962, and May 7, 1975, are presumed to have been 
exposed to Agent Orange and other herbicides used in support 
of military operations. If a Vietnam veteran has any of the 
following conditions, the VA will presume that the condition 
was caused by exposure to Agent Orange:
• AL Amyloidosis
• Chloracne or other Acneform Disease similar to Chloracne
• Porphyria Cutanea Tarda
• Hodgkin’s Disease
• Multiple Myeloma
• Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma
• Acute and Subacute Peripheral Neuropathy
• Prostate Cancer
• Respiratory Cancers
• Soft-tissue Sarcoma
• Diabetes Mellitus (Type II)
• Spina Bifida (for the children of Vietnam Veterans)
• B Cell Leukemias, such as Hairy Cell Leukemia
• Parkinson’s Disease
• Ischemic Heart Disease

U.S. Navy and Coast Guard Ships in Vietnam
VA maintains a list of U.S. Navy and Coast Guard ships 
associated with military service in Vietnam and possible 
exposure to Agent Orange based on military records.

Veterans must meet VA’s criteria for service in Vietnam, which 
includes aboard boats on the inland waterways or brief visits 
ashore, to be presumed to have been exposed to herbicides.
Veterans who qualify for presumption of herbicide exposure 
are not required to show they were exposed to Agent Orange 
or other herbicides when seeking VA compensation for 
diseases related to Agent Orange exposure.

Ships or boats that were part of the Mobile Riverine Force, 
Inshore Fire Support (ISF) Division 93 or had one of the 
following designations operated on the inland waterways 
of Vietnam. Veterans whose military records confirm they 
were aboard these ships qualify for presumption of herbicide 
exposure.

• AGP (Assault Group Patrol/Patrol Craft Tender)
• LCM (Landing Craft, Mechanized)
• LCU (Landing Craft, Utility)
• LCVP (Landing Craft, Vehicle, Personnel)
• LST (Landing Ship, Tank)
• PBR (Patrol Boat, River)
• PCF (Patrol Craft, Fast or Swift Boat)
• PG (Patrol Gunboat)
• STABS (Strike Assault Boats)
• WAK (Cargo Vessel)
• WHEC (High Endurance Cutter)
• WLB (Buoy Tender)
• WPB (Patrol Boat)
• YFU (Harbor Utility Craft)
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